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Courageous Faith in Challenging Times 


What gives you the courage to persevere when life is 
challenging? What keeps you from giving up or 
becoming overwhelmed? 


| recently read Rev. Emily Heath’s book, “Courageous 
Faith: How to Rise and Resist in a Time of Fear” (The 
Pilgrim Press 2017). Rev. Heath writes: “Resurrection 
is resistance. Resurrection is God's response to a 
world where injustice reigns so supreme that it 
would rather kill love and grace incarnate than 
welcome it. Resurrection is the final word to a culture 
of death, a refusal to allow goodness and mercy to be 
buried” (page xii). 


| was struck by the description of resurrection as resistance and have been 
pondering it for days. It is easy to associate Jesus’ resurrection with the 
Easter excitement of trumpets, alleluias, and glorious anthems. But of 
course it was resistance: resistance to death. Love was triumphant! 


We all cope with challenging aspects of our lives that seek to overwhelm us: 
insecurity, addiction, trauma, guilt, frustration, illness, anger, etc. So what 
do we do? Rev. Heath reminds us that we are people of faith who believe in 
the power of resurrection, that new life is possible and we have the power 
to re-form our personal lives and the world around us. “Love is the ultimate 
resistance to the worst that this world can do (p. 145).” We may not be able 
to control everything, but that does not prevent us from keeping love 
central for ourselves as we experience and react to the world around us. 


If love is the basis of our faith, and what we see and hear around us is not 
promoting love, then it is time to resist fear and to gain more courage to do 
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the right things. What steps each of us take will vary: seeing the possibilities 
when others give up; interceding in conversations that are destructive 
toward individuals; letter writing political officials that promote policies that 
Support discrimination; protesting in the streets; performing acts of civil 
disobedience; praying for those whose hearts seem hardened to love. 
When these are done because of our love of God, love of neighbor, and 
love of ourselves, we are living our faith. We are claiming who we are as 
Christians and whose we are. | am grateful for the ways in which | see these 
things happening! 


May God give us the courage for the living of these days! 


Blessings, Char Burch 


News from the Conference Office 


Coffee with Char and Heather: (A Virtual Conversation) 


All authorized ministers are invited to “have coffee” with Char and Heather 
through our virtual technology. Our focus this time will be on how the 
National setting of the UCC is organized (there have been a lot of changes 
in recent years) and how the National setting might be helpful in your 
ministry. We will use our Zoom meeting platform, which provides room for 
50 people to gather, either through the computer or on the phone. 


There are two coffee hours set up: 


e Tuesday, August 20 at 10 a.m. Eastern time (Reserve a spot) 
e Thursday, August 22 at 7 p.m. Eastern time (Reserve a spot) 


After you have made a reservation, you will receive an email a few days 
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prior to the reserved date providing you with the link for the connection. 


Remember that this can be done via phone, without the need to use a 
computer. If you need assistance making a “reservation” please contact 
Heather at hfosburgh@secucc.org or 404-719-6572. Come and join with 
your colleagues in conversation! 


From the Generosity Coordinator 
PLEASE, MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND SAVE THE DATE!!! 


Our Cycle 2 of the 2019 Transforming Churches, 
Transforming Lives grants cycle will begin on 
September 4, 2019 and will run thru October 16, 
2019. The grants application will be available online on 
September 4, 2019. There are certain guidelines that 
MUST be followed to qualify you for these 

grants. Please read the entire application, submit the 
necessary paperwork and PLEASE reach out to me 
directly if you need assistance. 


| would love to share information with you regarding 
Wills and Estate planning...Let's talk about ways that you can continue to be 
a blessing to you congregation and to this conference for years to come. 


Matthew 19: 21-22 teaches: "if thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou 
hast, and give to the poor, and thou shall have treasure in heaven: and 
come and follow me." But when the young man heard that saying, he went 
away sorrowful: for he had great possessions. 


In a world where people determine their self-worth by their net worth, the 
offer of Jesus seems unrealistic, unreasonable and is most often rejected. 
We walk away from self-sacrifice with great self emptiness, for with all of 
the things we possess in life, without sacrifice for Christ and others, we still 
have little or nothing to live for. 


Your contributions are so very important and we are so very grateful for all 
the ways to continue to support. 


Lord, please free us of being possessed by our possessions. We need your 
help to ensure that the future of this United Church of Church remains vital 
so that we can continue to do the work of God. 


Please continue to invite me to your churches. Blessings, as we continue on 
this journey... TOGETHER, 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=4d869bba02 Page 3 of 15 


SECUCC Conference Connection: August 17, 2019 2/20/23, 1:22 PM 


Min. Carrole 


CREAT NGSHEA LTH Y 


£ 
* 


_—— me 

_ 2 & 
Vig WANT | 
WeVAt atmo Ltd 


\ 5 4 “ 

ly a ; i - : 

} :| 
| | | { | | | 


Boundary Training 101 Scheduled for Sept. 17, 2019 
by Carrole Moss 


Date: Tuesday, September 17, 2019 

Place: Metro Atlanta (specific location TBD) 
Event: Healthy Boundary Training 101 
Time: 9:00 am until 4:00 pm 


Did you know that it is now a REQUIREMENT that all Ordained, Licensed 
and Commissioned clergy serving in the Southeast Conference of the 
United Church of Christ complete this training by December 2019? As of 
January 1, 2018 it has been mandated that all clergy attend this training and 
follow up every four years for a refresher course. This course will help you 
to learn or, refresh you on what your boundaries are, appropriate and 
inappropriate behavior, not just in the pulpit, but in your everyday life. It 
helps you with relationships, self care, social media and other issues. 


There are stories of misconduct by clergy in the news, on social media, in 
our conversations, and on our minds, every day. Please DO NOT allow your 
name and your story to become a part of the media circus. Times have 
changed, people have changed...the conduct that was tolerated 10-20 years 
ago is no longer acceptable. Please help us to help you by making plans to 
attend this training. Remember: Healthy Boundary Training is 
MANDATORY!!! 


REGISTER FOR BOUNDARY TRAINING 
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2019 Compensation Guidelines Published 


How much should a congregation pay its minister? What other benefits 
should a minister receive? What professional expenses should a 
congregation provide? The answers to these questions are the ways in 
which we express and live out our covenant of partnership in ministry. 


The Conference Commission on Ministry has approved the 2019 
Compensation Handbook for Local Church Ministers for the Southeast 
Conference. This document is designed to help all congregations establish 
fair and equitable compensation for paid ministry: full-time, part-time, 
ordained, and licensed. Our great appreciation goes to Henrietta Andrews, 
Ginnie Ferrell, and Joan Carter for writing them. Download the 

Guidelines from our website under the Resources tab. 


Sept 30 Deadline for the Conference Fiscal Budget 


The budget of the Southeast Conference is based on a fiscal year: October 1 
through September 30. Therefore, if your local church contributes to Our 
Church's Wider Mission (OCWM) quarterly, you are encouraged to arrange 
for the third quarter (calendar year) payment to arrive prior to September 
30. Thank you! 


Save the Date for Our 2020 Annual Meeting 


Next year’s Annual Meeting will be June 19-20, 2020 at Community 
Congregational UCC in Montgomery Alabama. We are excited that the Rev. 
Traci Blackmon, UCC Associate General Minister for Justice and Local 
Church Ministries, will be with us as our special guest. Mark your calendars 
now! 
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Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2019. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of August 19 


First United Church of Christ; Sweetwater, Tennessee 
Tommy Hill 

Stanley Roat 

G. Lind Taylor 

Holly Nelson 


Week of August 26 


Pilgrim UCC; Birmingham, Alabama 
Walter Brueggemann 

Patricia Robbennolt 

Ralph Thompson 

Claudia Aguilar Rubalcava 


In Our Prayers 
e Please continue to hold Rev. Nancy Ditsch in your prayers. 


Churches in Transition 


Central Congregational, Atlanta, GA; United Church of Huntsville, Huntsville 
AL; First Congregational, Birmingham AL; Pilgrimage, Marietta GA; First 
Congregational, Savannah GA; Trinity Congregational, Athens AL 
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News from the Wider Church 


General Synod —- Prudential Resolutions 
by Char Burch 


As stated in previous Conference Connections, there were 22 Resolutions 
considered by the delegates at General Synod. Below are the titles of the 
“Prudential Resolutions” that have not been mentioned previously. 
Prudential resolutions are those that affect the way we function as a 
denomination (policy, structure, procedures). 


1. Designating The Mental Health Network Of The United Church Of 
Christ As A Historically Underrepresented Group. 

2. Establishing An Action Team To Conduct A Listening Campaign And 
Bring Recommendations On The Future Of Christian Witness At 
General Synod 

3. The Colectivo De UCC Latinx Ministries Requests To Be Recognized As 
A Historically Underrepresented Group 

4. Supporting Survivors Of Rape And Sexual Violence Through An 
Ongoing Church-Wide Observance Of Break The Silence Sunday (BTSS) 

5. Discerning, Articulating, And Resourcing The Nature, Purpose, 
Composition, Covenantal Autonomy And Definition Of ‘The Basic Unit 
Of Life And Organization Of The United Church Of Christ’ For The 
Twenty-First Century 

6. Resolution Calling Upon The United Church Of Christ Board To Bring 
Bylaws Revisions That Include Non-Binary Gender Language 


General Synod - Resolutions of Witness 


Below are the titles of the Resolutions not yet mentioned in Conference 
Connections. “Resolutions of Witness” are moral, ethical, or religious 
statements of the General Synod speaking to society and urging local 
churches to consider the issues for themselves. 


1. Denouncing Acts Of Violence, Hatred, And Racism Carried Out In The 
Name Of Neo-Nazi And White Supremacist Ideologies 

2. Resolution Calling For The United States To Pull “Back From The Brink” 
And Prevent Nuclear War 

3. Jesus Said, “Follow Me.” 
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Manual on Church Survey 


Help the working group revamping the Manual identify its scope and 
function, as they are seeking input from lay congregational leadership, 
clergy and committee on ministry members conference staff. Click here to 
take the survey. 


News from our Local Congregations 


REV. JENNIFER SANDERS 


NITY UNITED CHURCH OF CHRI 


Alabama UCC Clergy Sign Immigration Proclamation 


Five clergy-persons from Alabama were among nearly 50 religious leaders 
in the Birmingham metro area to sign a proclamation declaring their places 
of worship as sanctuaries for those seeking refuge. The UCC clergy are: 


Rev. Paul Eknes-Tucker; Pilgrim United Church of Christ 
Rev. J.R. Finney; Covenant Community Church, UCC 

Rev. Sonya Gravlee; United Church of Christ 

Rev. Jennifer Sanders; Beloved Community Church, UCC 
Rev. Angie Wright; United Church of Christ 


Watch a WVTM NBC 13 interview featuring Rev. Jennifer Sanders and Rev. 
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Paul Eknes-Tucker online here. Rev. Eknes-Tucker, a "religious activist," was 
also quoted in this article on FoxNews.com. 


KUCC Provides Blessing and Commissioning for 
Teachers and Administrators 


by Susannah Davis 


On Sunday, August 11, 2019 Kirkwood UCC in Atlanta began our gathering 
with the King of Pops cool celebration in the parking lot, complete with 
chocolate sea salt and blackberry ginger lemon popsicles! 


At 5pm, we headed into the sanctuary, filled with Backpacks for our Toomer 
Elementary kids and Blessings for ALL of our kids, teachers and 
administrators. We offered prayers and promises of love and hope for our 
children and their parents, as they move back into the rhythm of school 
days. We offered blessings and stoles for our administrators and teachers, 
as they give of themselves daily, to our children and community. 


Carol Kobayashi made KUCC “Stoles of Light” for all of our teachers and 
administrators, and we commissioned them as ministers “Gathered” at 
KUCC and “Scattered” out into the community to serve and love kids in 
meaningful and thoughtful ways, as they teach them and lead them, 
offering light and love to them in the coming year. 


On Monday morning, we shared the “Welcome Wave” with our Toomer 
Elementary kids as they gathered for their first day of school! May they be 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=4d869bba02 Page 9 of 15 


SECUCC Conference Connection: August 17, 2019 2/20/23, 1:22 PM 


blessed—we certainly were! 


We got this idea from the Reverend Traci Blackmon, our Associate General 
Minister of Justice & Local Church Ministries for The United Church of Christ 
and Senior Pastor of Christ The King United Church of Christ in Florissant, 
MO. KUCC created the liturgy and Carol Kobayshi, the stoles. 


More than 40 people from Pleasant Hill Community Church are holding 

weekly vigils at the Cumberland County Courthouse to bring awareness to 
children being separated from their families at the Southern border of me 
United States. The vigils are each Monday from 12:30 to 1 p.m. nore 


by Mary Ruth 
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Women from Southeast Conference who attend this 


biennial gathering of women from UCC Southern, e e 
Florida, South Central and Southeast Conferences 

have participated and enjoyed the programs, UCC Southern Region 
speakers, worship, comradery and group activities. | WOMEN’S 
plan to attend and we can arrange shared 

transportation for the appx. 5-hour ride from RETREAT 


Strong Sisters’ Stories 


Pleasant Hill, TN. Let me know if you might want to 


attend. It is $200 for 2 nights lodging and 5 meals in 

Blowing Rock NC. Clarice Mitchell serves on the planning team and Martha 
Lammers will be one of the presenters. We plan on leaving Pleasant Hill on 
Friday morning Oct 18 and return Sunday afternoon Oct 20. Registration is 
open now. There is only space for 120 UCC women from FL, GA, TX, NC, AL, 
TN, SC. The theme is Strong Sisters’ Stories. More details are on our 
website. 


Save the Date: Winter Youth Retreat 


The Winter Youth Retreat 2020 committee announces a "Save the date" of 
January 17-20, 2020. 


The guest presenter this year will be Alicia Crosby. Crosby (she/hers) is a 
justice educator, activist, and (sometimes reluctant) minister whose work 
addresses the spiritual, systemic, and interpersonal harm people 
experience. Nashville-based acoustic-electric duo Ocean Elizabeth will be 
the featured band. 


This year's theme will study the passage of 1 John 4:11-12. Registration will 
be open soon; read more about speaker and band at the retreat website: 
uccwinteryouthretreat.org. 


\ 


Southeast Faith 


Leader Network 
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Climate Justice Training: Call for Applications 
by Michael Malcom, SECUCC Environmental Justice Representative 


The Southeast Conference of the United Church of Christ and The People’s 
Justice Council are nominating up to three Authorized UCC Ministers per 
State to attend the Southeast Faith Leaders Network climate justice 
training Sunday-Tuesday October 27-29 at Christmount Retreat Center 
located near Asheville, NC. 


This training is a pre-event for a larger Southeast Faith Leaders Network 
event in 2020. Please turn in this application by September 6, 2019. 
Participants will be notified of their selection the week of September 9. We 
are especially interested in faith leaders working for environmental justice. 
Learn more on our website. 


obs 
v 


S NATIONAL 
x YOUTH EVENT 


United Church of Christ's National Youth Event will take place at Purdue 
University in West Lafayette Indiana July 22-25th 2020. This 4-day event is 
celebrated as the largest denominational gathering. Often bringing in 4,000 
participants, this time together is centered on faith, leadership, service and 
social justice to empower our youth and young adults (ages 12-22). 


Who: Youth and Young Adults ages 12-22 
What: United Church of Christ's National Youth Event 
When: July 22-25th,2020 
Where: Purdue University in West Lafayette, Indiana 
Cost: $375 


Recommended reading for Retired UCC Servants’ 
Retreat 
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(and others interested in ministry to/with this demographic) 


The Gift of Years: Growing Older Gracefully 
by Joan Chittister 


"Letting Go" -- "When physical eyesight declines," Plato said, "spiritual eyesight 
increases." 


It is this spiritual eyesight, the ability to see into the inner meaning of 
things, the spiritual value of things, the essential core of things, that must 
carry us from this point on. And it is the spiritual essence of a person that 
emerges from the natural divestment that comes with old age. Life, it 
seems, follows a relentless cycle: in our early years we accumulate, but in 
our later years we divest. Both of them have a place in life. Both of them 
are a Struggle. Both of them are liberating. [Chittister, The Gift of Years, p. 
89, Kindle edition] 


Registration is open for Ninth Annual Retired Servants’ Retreat 
Theme: GROWING WITH THE WINDS OF CHANGE 

Time: Monday - Wednesday, October 7-9, 2019 

Place: Blowing Rock Conference Center, Blowing Rock, North Carolina 
Learn more on our website 


Conference Calendar 


Coffee with Char and Heather (Virtual Event) 
August 20 @ 10:00 am - 11:30 am EDT 
Online Virtual Meeting 


Coffee with Char and Heather (Virtual Event) 
August 22 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EDT 
Online Virtual Meeting 


Staff Meeting 

August 27 @ 9:00 am - 10:30 am EDT 
Online Virtual Meeting 

Healthy Boundaries 101: Fundamentals 
September 17 @ 9:00 am - 4:00 pm EDT 
Atlanta, GA 

Board of Directors Retreat 
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September 20 - September 21 
Covenant Community Church, Center Point, AL 


Staff Meeting 
September 24 @ 9:00 am - 10:30 am EDT 
Online Virtual Meeting 


Retired Servants Retreat 
October 7 - October 9 
Blowing Rock Conference Center 


Southern Region Women’s Retreat 
October 18 - October 20 
Blowing Rock Conference Center 


Upper Room UCC Fellowship Fall Potluck Supper 
October 26 @ 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm CDT 
Holy Trinity Community Church, Nashville, TN 


Conference Minister: Rev. Char Burch; coburch@sec¢ 


Assoc. Conference Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hbardole@ 


Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc.org 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@secucc.ore 
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